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Ensuring Staff Safety



Doing More With Less
Every day brings a new challenge

YOU’RE EXPECTED TO:

REMAIN FOCUSED 
ON THE SAFETY OF 

YOUR STAFF

RUN A HIGHLY 
EFFICIENT OR

DRIVE IMPROVED 
PATIENT OUTCOMES 
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RETAIN YOUR HIGHLY 
TALENTED STAFF



Universal Standards
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In 1987, the CDC created Universal 
Standards, treating all human blood and 
certain human bodily fluids as if they were 
known to be infectious for HIV, HBV and 
other bloodborne pathogens1

appropriate for 
the procedure 

Protective barriers, such as surgical gowns, 
should be used to prevent exposure to blood 
and bodily fluids

SURGICAL GOWNS SHOULD BE

Being performed and the type of 
exposure anticipated1



Lack of Understanding 
Could Lead to Mistakes

This may result in OR staff 
choosing the inappropriate 
gown for their next procedure

of OR staff stated they do not completely 
understand AAMI levels

consider factors other than the gowns AAMI level 
as the most influential factor in gown selection

96%3

63%3
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AAMI levels2 were created to help 
healthcare workers, including OR 
staff, understand different levels 
of protection and assist in making 
the appropriate decision



The Impact is Larger than You Think

of OR staff understand that AAMI 
level 3 surgical gowns are NOT tested 
for bloodborne pathogen resistance

ONLY 38%3
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of exposure incidents involved blood 
or blood products4

63%

of OR staff say AAMI levels are the  
most influential factor when choosing 
surgical gowns 

37
3

ONLY
% DID YOU KNOW?

As little as 1 microliter of blood 
has been shown to contain as 
much as 100,000 HBV, 1000 
HCV and 7 HIV infectious units5



An All-too-common Scenario

Your general surgery doctor comes barreling into 

your office from his last high fluid case. “What is 

wrong with these gowns? Look at my scrubs. 

They have blood on them”

the appropriate 
AAMI level gown 

You find out the doctor wasn’t wearing

for the procedure

MANY ON YOUR STAFF ASSUMED THAT ALL 

GOWNS OFFERED THE SAME PROTECTION
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A New Way Forward

What if you could create an environment where you are confident every OR staff 
member chooses the appropriate AAMI level surgical gown every time?

DEVELOPING ROBUST 
EDUCATIONAL TOOLS THAT 

HELP DRIVE AWARENESS

ENSURING YOUR STAFF IS 
CORRECTLY PROTECTED
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ENSURING 
COMPLIANCE



How We Can Help You 

AAMI level tools

guide OR staff

We have clinical experts 
and tools to draw upon to help

in making surgical gown selections based 
on AAMI level ratings

We have a complete library of

to help educate and reinforce AAMI 
level education across the OR staff   
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How We Can Help You 
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in the AAMI level 3 and AAMI level 4 market9

#1 selling brand

of surgical gown manufacturing experience, we 
are the U.S. market leader in surgical gowns9

40 years

Our market leading AAMI level 4 SmartGown™ 
Surgical Gown9 provides AAMI level 4 barrier 
performance and protection, all while offering a

breathable film
that attracts moisture as you perspire, turning it into 
a water vapor and releasing it through the gown
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For those tasked with navigating the complexities 
of healthcare, Cardinal Health brings scaled 
solutions that help you thrive in a changing world. 

We will do it with tenacity, back it with 
accountability, and the understanding that we are, 
above all, humble partners to those of you on the 
front lines of healthcare.

We will be your wings.
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